THE  EVOLUTION  OF HINDOO  THOUGHT.

is a steady and gradual ascent, stage upon stage, until when
we reach the highest ideals of the human mind, we see these
spiritual powers, like an Emperor come to his majority, asserting
their native sovereignty, and making that very Matter which
has hitherto restrained them, the free and flexible minister of
their own designs.    And as the spiritual, esthetic, and moral
ideals, although still clogged with Matter, nevertheless strive
ever upwards to free themselves entirely from the body in
which they are imprisoned, they would seem to demand for
the next stage of their evolution, a sphere of activity as spirit-
like  and  diaphanous  as  the  texture  of   their own  dreams.
And if we could only follow the flight of these ideals as they
pass, far out of   sight,  to their goal in other spheres, it is
evident that with both the beginning and the end of the curve
or tendency in view, we could interpret the meaning of that
small broken arc or portion of it known as our World, in a
manner impossible to Physical Science, which can deal only
with the aimless and indifferent Matter of our Earth in which
for a time these psychical and spiritual forces are imprisoned and
embedded.    And this is precisely what Theosophy claims to
have  enabled us  to  do, by its revelation of the Planetary
Chain.

To begin with, the Planetary Chain throws out Physical
Science as a possible method for finding out the meaning of
the World, by making our Earth the only one of the seven
globes in tlie Chain that is a material globe,, and therefore open
to the methods of Physical Science at all; and also by making-
it the merest turning-point or corner, as it were, of the Chain;
so that to give the same importance to the laws that control
the mere Matter of our Earth, as to those that control its
Psychic and Spiritual Forces, would be as absurd as to attach
the same importance to the dust thrown up by the strife of
horses and riders at the turning-point of a race-course, that we
do to the movements of the horses and riders themselves
around the whole extent of the field. But if there were any